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T may not be improper to acquaint 
he Reader, that the Authour's View 
in this Diſcourſe, is to draw out a ſhort 
Sketch of, the divine Diſpenſations, ta 
point out the Harmony and Connexion 
of the ſeveral Parts, and to anſwer the 
principal Arguments of Unbelievers, 
with as much Brevity, as is conſiſtent 
with Order, Perſpicuity and the Digni- 
ty and Importance of the Subject. 
A ſhort Compendium, (tho contain- 


ing only the firſt Rudiments of reveal d 


Religion, and vindicating them againſt 
the moſt prevailing and popular Objec- 
tions, ) may poſſibly be of ſome Benefit ta 
the Younger Part of the Univerſity ; 
It may gradually lead them to a more 
beautiful and comprehenſive View of the 
Chriſtian Scheme; and when good Prin- 
ciples of Faith and Virtue have once ta- 
ken root, They may be enabled, by their 
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bun Endeavour, and the Aſiſtance of 
divine Grace, to bring forth Fruit abun- 
dantly, to repel the Attacks of Unbe- 
lievers, and 10 defend the Truth, as it 
is in Jeſus. 5 8 
It is very obſervable, that the Ene- 
mies of our Religion are generally a 
kind of Retailers in ſmall Ware: They 
diſtribute their Poiſon, like Quack Me- 
dicines, in little Vehicles, in Ironical 
Pamphlets, or in blaſphemous Effays, 
the wanton Sallies of a vain Imagina- 
21071. Eo os I 

4 Reply therefore contain'd within 
the narrow Limits of a Sermon may 
poſſibly have its Uſe, hike a Map to a 
Traveller, 20 direct to the moſt mate- 
rial Places, and to guard againſt} the 
moſt dangerous Errors; or at leaft it 
may plead ſome excuſe for the Authour”s 
Attempt to bring the principal Mat- 
ters in Diſpute into one collective View, 
tho' They have been treated of more at 
large by much abler Hands. 


» 


* — 1 * ww i 


Joun XIV. 22. latter Part. 


Lord 1» how is it, that Thou wilt mani- 


feſt thyſelf unto Us, and not unto the 
World ? 


HERE are no Parts of Scripture: 
more tender and affecting, nor more 
uſeful and inſtructive, than our Sa- 
viour's Diſcourſes to his Diſciples 

before his Departure. In this Chapter We 

find him adminiſtring Comfort to Them, 
and raiſing their drooping Spirits by a gra- 
cious Promiſe of eternal Manſions in Heaven, 


where He was going to * a Place for 
Them. * 


He anſwers their Doubts and Difficulties 
in the moſt affectionate Manner by preſent- 
ing Himſelf before Them under that moſt 
amiable and inviting Character, as the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life. 

He ſtrengthens their Faith, and encou- 
rages their Hopes by the moſt ſolemn Aſſu- 


a v. 2. b v. 6. 
A rances, 


( 2 ] 

rances, that their Prayers will be heard ; that 
the Holy Spirit will be ſpeedily ſent unto Them ; 
and that They ſhall be enabled, by the In- 
fluence of divine Power, to do even greater 
Works, than He Himſelf had done ; but upon 
this, and only this Condition, that They keep 
his Commandments. 

This is enjoined as the ſureſt Evidence 
and Pledge of their Love for Cbriſt, and the 
beſt Foundation of his Love for Them, and of 
that eminent Token of It, his manife ſting 
Himſelf unto Them. | 

At this laſt Expreſſion, Judas, not 1/cariot, 
not the Betrayer but the true Diſciple of 
Chriſt, the Brother of James, was ſtruck with 
Admiration ; and, with a quick Interrogation 
expreflive of the greateſt Piety and Earneſt- 
neſs of Mind, He aſks, Lord! how it is, 
that Thou wilt manifeſt thyſelf unto Us, and 
not unto the World? * How comes it to paſs, 
« O Lord, that We ſhall be ſuch happy and 
« diſtinguith'd Objects of thy Favour ? How 
eis it, that Thou wilt exhibit to Us ſuch 
« wonderful Manifeſtations of thy divine Will 
« above all the Children of Men?“ 

This was a natural Reflection, big with 
every Sentiment of Gratitude and Thankful- 
neſs for ſuch extraordinary Condeſeentions of 


. a V. 12. 
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his Maſter's Love. How much does It be- 
come Us, who enjoy the heavenly Light of 
the Goſpel in its greateſt Purity and Perfec- 
tion, to imbibe the ſame Thought, and to 
expreſs it with the ſame Zeal and Ardency of 
Affection 


But what a different Turn of Mind pre- 


vails among the Unbelievers of the preſent 
Age! Becauſe the Revelations of God are not 


equally communicated to all Perſons, and in 


all Ages, This is repreſented as inconſiſtent 
with the moral Character of the Deity; -- and 
it is confidently alledg'd, that no Syſtem of 
Religion, which is either znperfef in its Na- 
ture, or partial in its Adminiſtration, which 
is not granted wniver/ally to all Mankind, at 
full Length, and- in all its Proportions, can 
poſſibly come from God. 

It may not be improper therefore to dear 
this Dzfficulty ; in order to which, I ſhall 


Firſt, ſet before You a ſhort View of the 
ſeveral Diſpenſations of God in the different 
Ages of the World ; Which will 7 the 
Way, in the 


Second Place, for a proper Enquiry into 
the Objections of Unbelievers, with regard to 


the Manner, the Time, and Effects of the di- 


vine Manifeſtations. | 
_ From 
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; From whence I ſhall make an Application 
of the whole to the Occaſion of this Day's 
Solemnity. Ne” 


Firft, Let Us take our View Gin the * 
fancy of the World. The divine Manifefta- 
tions were coæval with the Creation, Adam, 
when He firſt came out of the forming Hand 
of his Maker, was impreſſed with evident 
Marks of the divine Image; His rational Fa- 
culties were ſtrong and lively ; The Rays of 
Heaven ſhone upon his Soul with the pureſt 
Luſtre; and the Communion He had with the 
Deity could not but enlighten his Mind, and 
raiſe it to the Adoration of the firſt eternal 
Cauſe, the Author of his Exiſtence, and of 

all the Bleſſings He enjoy d. 
But this Scene of Innocence and Happineſs 
was ſoon chang'd : By Dijſobedience He fell; 


= by that F all, the as Conſtitution of 


Nature was impair'd, and a fatal Door was 
open'd to Sin, Miſery, and Death. 

In this, tho' a dark and gloomy State, He 
was not utterly forſaken, nor left to wander 
up and down in the Wilderneſs of Life with- 
out the Light of the divine Countenance ; but 
the Eye of Providence, which neither um- 
bers nor ſleeps, was ſtill over Him. The lan- 
guiſhing Hopes of Natare were ſoon reviv d 
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11 
by the gracious Promiſe of a bleſſed Re- 
deemer. 
And, as a farther Support and Comfort, 
God was pleas'd to manifeſt Himſelf to the 


- Sons of Adam, and to direct their Conduct 
by ſome uſeful poſitive Inſtitutions. The 


Sabbath was enjoin'd, which Philo ſtiles the 
Birtb-day of the World, and the univerſal Feſ- 
tival of Manking : * a wile Memarial of the 
Creation, and of the Honour due to the ſa- 
cred Name of the great Creatqur of Heaven 
and Earth. | 

. Sacrifices likewiſe were appainted, both 


_ expuatory and precatory; and theſe were well 


adapted to the preſent Circumftances of Man- 
kind. For, tho' the external Means of Reli- 
gion, yet They carry'd in Them an internaf 
Virtue and Efficacy; They were viſible Ina- 


ges of Man's ſinful Nature and Mortality ; : 


were uſually accompany'd with the pious Ob- 
lations of the Soul, with Prayers, Praiſes and 
Thankſgivings ; and, which was tall an 
higher Conſideration, They were a kind of 
Prophecy, or Repreſentation of the one great 
Sacrifice, once offered for the Sins of the 


World. Neither in theſe early Ages were 
Examples wanting to animate Men in the 


a De Opif. Mun. 
b See Bp Sherlock on Prophecy. p. 85. Serm. the zd. 
Practice 


161 
Practice of religious Duties - The Character 
of Seth is amiable and excellent; and his 
Family ſtand upon record as eminently diſ- 
tinguiſh'd for their Piety and Zeal; and as 
ſuch, They are emphatically call'd the _— 
or Servants of God. 

We have indeed in Scripture, but a ſhort 
Sketch of the firſt Rudiments of reveal'd Re- 
ligion, but enough to ſhew Us, that God 
never /eft Himſelf without Witneſs ; that the 
firſt Openings of the divine Scheme were An- 
ticipations of the future Kingdom of the 
the Meffah ; and that known unto God were 
all his Ways from the beginning of the World. 

After the Flood, the Face of earthly Things 
was chang'd ; there was, as it were, a new 
Creation; but Religion ſtill wore the ſame 
heavenly Aſpect, the ſame beautiful Linea- 
ments of moral Duty. The remarkable Pro- 
phecy of Lamech was now fulfilld ; God 
eftabhiſh'd his Covenant with Noah ; the Curſe 
was faken off the Ground, and the temporal 
Bleſſings were reſtor'd as an Earneſt and 
Pledge of better Things to follow. * 

Nature was never touch'd with nicer De- 
licacy than in the Hiſtory of the Patriarchs : 
The whole is related with a beautiful Plain- 
neſs and Simplicity, and with the moſt ſo- 
Z a See Sherlec#s Dif. the 4th. p. 114. 
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lemn Air of Truth as well as Antiquity. The 
Vices and Imperfections, as well as the Vir- 
tues, of theſe eminent Worthies, are diſplay d 
in their full Light, without the leaſt Indica- 
tions of Prejudice, or any partial Attach- 
ments. In their whole Character and Con- 
duct, the divine Providence interpoſes, di- 
rects their Counſels, and goes with Them, 
as their conſtant Guide, in the long Journey 
of their Lives: As Mankind encreas'd, ſo the 
divine Manifeſtations multiply'd; the Scheme 
open'd gradually, by Dreams, Viſions, Pro- 
phecies, and the Appearance of Angels. _ 
When we find theſe good and holy Men, 
walking with God, entering into Covenant with 
Him, ſupporting the Honour and Dignity of 
the Prieſthood, erecting Altars and Groves in 
high Places, diſclaiming the Practices of Ido- 
latry, and ſpreading the Knowledge of Reli- 
gion far and wide,--theſe illuſtrious Proofs of 
Faith and Righteouſneſs demand our Reve- 
rence, and ought to fill us with every Senti- 
ment of Love, Piety, and Admiration : But 
the moſt ſtriking Circumſtance of all, is, 
that divine Spirit of Prophecy, which en- 
lighten'd their Minds, and enabled Them to 
ſee the Promiſes afar off ; They were perſwaded 
a See Dr. Chandler's Vindication of the Hiſtory of the Pa- 
triarehs in. anſwer to the Objections of the moral Phile/epher. f 
of 


1 

of Them, and embrac d Them, and confeſi d, 
that They were Strangers and Pilgrims upon 
the Earth :* Abraham, tho' at a Diſtance, re- 
falced to ſee the Day of Chrift, and He faw it 
and was glad; Neither was the laſt Scene of 
Jacob's Life attended with leſs remarkable 
Diſtin&ions. -- In theſe critical Moments, He 
ſummon d his Children together, fketch'd out 
the Characters and Fortunes of all the Tribes, 
limited the Deſcent of the , Seed to the 
Tribe of Fudab; To Fudah He conſignd the 
fſprritual Bleſſing ; and, with what a divine 
Glhw of Soul, did He farther add, that e 
Sceptre ſhould not depart from Fudah, nor a 
Lawgtiver from between his Feet, until Shiloh 
come | © F 

During this Period, indeed, there was no 
written Word of God; Tradition was the on- 
ly means of Conveyance: But ſuch was the 
Longævity of the Patriarchs, that It could 
not but ſecure an eaſy Paſſage for the divine 
Communications, eſpecially thoſe, which 
were relative to the Męſſab, which were fo 


often repeated, and with ſuch wonderful 


Force and Energy of Expreſſion: This was 
the grand Point, always firſt in View: -The 
Plan is carry d on with Unity of Defign, and 
gathers Strength by Time. 


a Heb. 11.13, b John 8. 56. e Gen. 49. 10. 
And, 


6 


* 
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And, if We advance forwards to the Le- 
gation. of: Moſes, We ſhall find the ſame Har- 
mony of Intention ſhining thro all its Parts, 
tho ſometimes clouded and obſeur d by! the 
thick Veil of Rites and Ceremonies, '' 
But even theſe ritual Obſervances (the! 
They had no inherent Beauty or ExceHence 
in. themſelves) were adapted to the Genius 
and Circumſtances of the Fews, were happi- 
ly made choice of as a Guard againſt the Ido- 
latrous Cuſtoms of the Heathens, and were 
many of Them very fgnificant Types of the 
Meſſiah, and as ſuch, are with great Pro- 
priety ſtyld by the Apoſtle, the Shadows as 
Figures of good Things to come. * 

With regard to the prior Revelations of 
God, how many of the Patriarchal Laws and 
Ordinances were ſtill retain'd in force! The 
Worſhip of the ſame God, the Obſervance of 
the Sabbath, Circumciſion, the abſtaining from 
Blood, and indeed the whole Pandect of mo- 
ral Duties were adopted into the Jewiſh Syſ- 
tem : -- And with reſpect to the future King- 
dom of the Meſiab, what was the whole 
Frame and Conſtitution of the Law of Mo- 
ſes ? not a carnal and worldly Scheme of Poli- 
cy, (as is infinuated web a late Writer *) but a 

a2 Heb. 10. 1. 2 

b The moral 2 V. 3. paſſim. | 

B wile 


[ 20 ] 1 
viſe Inſtitution leading, as by the Hand, to 
the ſpiritual Bleſſings of the Goſpel. -- It was 
a Schoolmaſter to bring Men unto Chrift. * 
Between the Founders of both Covenants, 
what ſtrong Lines of Reſemblance appear d 
In what a Variety of Inſtances have Euſe- 
bius, * and ſome modern H7r:ters, © trac'd the 
Similitade between Mees and Chriſt “ not 
only, as Prophets like to each other, but in al- 
moſt all the Circumſtances of their Lives, 
correſponding together with ſuch a ſurpriſing 
Analogy, as was never known to exiſt in two 
other Perſons. --- Such ſtriking Likeneſſes 
could not be the Effects of Chance, nor can 
They be confider'd with any Shew of Reaſon, 
as the vain Fictions of fruitful Imagination. 
-- They certainly carry in Them the ſame 
Stamp and Impreſs of divine Providence. 
In the whole Texture of reveal'd Religion, 
there is an even and regular Conſiſtence; ma- 
ny of the Patriarchal Propbecies had their 
Completion under the Law; and many of 
the Jewiſh Predi#t0ns were fulfill'd under the 
Goſpel. -- As in the Works of Nature, fo in 
the Works of . Grace, there may be ſome 
ſeeming Diſcordances, and it may be difficult 
2 Gal. 3. 24 — 0 
b Euſeb. Demonſ. Evangel. Lib. 3. Cap. 2. 


c See Dr. Newton's Diſſ. on Proph. V. 1. p. 167, and For- 
tin's Remarks on Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, Vol. 1. p. 203. 


— 


to 
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to trace the Reference, which one ſingle Part 
may bear to another; but in the whole Syt- 
tem, if conſider'd together, there is ſuch a 
well-conne&ted Symmetry, as greatly illuſ- 
trates and caſts a Beauty over the whole Oe- 
conomy. 

Towards the Conchifien of the Few 
Ritual, We ſee it gradually ſpiritualize, as it 
were, and refine itſelf into a more pure and 
ſublime Syſtem of moral Duties. -- Theſe, as 
the Hebrews call them, were the Statutes of 
the Heart; and the nearer the Prophets come 
to the Kingdom of the Maſtiab, the more the 


| Sacred Fire kindles in their Breaſts. -- Lo ! 


This is our God, ſays the Prophet, Me have 
waited for Him, and He will ſave Us ; This ts 
the Lord, We have waited for Him ; We will be 
glad and rejoice in his Salvation. * The Re- 
duplication of the Words denotes the greateſt 
Vehemence of Defire and Expectation, and 
would be thought in a profane Writer to car- 
ry in it the moſt elegant Propriety. 

We come now as by eaſy Steps to the 


_ everlaſting Goſpel of Chriſt, the End, the 


Glory and Perfection of all: The Law was 
given by Moſes, but Grace and Truth came by 
Feſus Chriſt : Now the Sacrifice and the Ob- 
lation ceaſe, and give way to à better Cove. 


a If. 25. 6. 


121 
nant, eſtabliſped upon better Promiſes : The 
great Myſtery of Gadlineſs, the Myſtery, which 
was hid fram Ages and Generations, is now 


made manifeſt to "the Saints. * The Partition 
a is taten down; The Gentiles are called 


in; The Poor have the Goſpel preached unto 
Them, that pure and heavenly Goſpel, which 


ſtrengthens the Ties of Nature, ſweetens the 


 Aﬀections, inſpires every virtuous Sentiment, 


and recommends every Principle of Godlineſs 
and Honeſty, which can adorn, refine, or dig- 
nify human Nature. --- It is enforc'd by all 
the Motives, which can induce a rational 
Creature to receive It, and ſupported by all 
the Evidences of Truth, which can ſtamp 
Conviction. upon impartial and unprejudic'd 
Minds \ 

The Lens of Nature yielded a ready Sub- 
jection to the Scepter of our Lord, and the 
Commands of his Apoſtles ; The Winds and 
Seas were huſh'd into Obedience, and the 
Dead were inſtantly called into Life. And 
all the Predictions of the Prophets, deſcrip- 
tive of the Męſiab, were truly fulfill'd in 
Chriſt, even in their niceſt and minuteſt Cir- 
cumſtances.--To mention only one Inſtance-- 
Unto Us a Child is born, fays the Prophet, Unto 
Us a Son is given, and the Government ſhall be 

a Heb. 8. 6. b Col. 1. 26 — 
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upon his Shoulder, and his Name ſhall be called, 


Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty' God, the 


everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace, of the 


Encreaſe of whoſe Government there ſball be no 
End. * What a compleat Delineation is this 
of the blefſed Jeſus, the great Authour and 
Finiſher of Man's Redemption ? One would 
think, that the Prophet in reality beheld bis 
Glory, and ſaw Him, as He was, even Face to 


Face. 


Do We therefore make void the Law thro 
Faith? God forbid, ſays the Apoſtle, Tea! 
We eſtabliſh the Law. h 

This brief Survey of the ſeveral Diſpenſa- 
tions of God, tho' given at ſundry Times and 


in diverſe Manners, is ſufficient to ſhew the 


wonderful Harmony and Connexion of re- 
veal'd Religion in all its different Branches.-- 
Conſider the ſeveral Syſtems apart without 
any Dependance one upon another, and like 
the looſe Materials of a Building, They may 
ſeem in the Eyes of ſome to diſcover no 
Marks of Beauty, Wiſdom, or Proportion 
But place them together with their proper 
Aptitudes, and in their juſt Combinations, 
and They will appear in a higher Point of 


View, worthy of God the ſupreme Architect 


of all Things, grand in Defgn and in all 


a If. 9. 6. b Rom. 3. 31. 
their 
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their ſeveral Compartments, the Apoſtles and 
Prophets being the Foundation, and Jeſus Chriſt 
the chief Corner ſtone; and the whole Build- 
ing ſo uniform and fitly framed together, that 
it groweth into an holy Temple in the Lord. 

Let Unbelievers place the divine Mani ife 72 
tations in this collective Light, comparing 
ſpiritual Things with ſpiritual, and They 
would ſoon behold the Folly of their own 
Reaſonings, and be fo far from reproach- 
ing reveal'd Religion, as a confus'd and in- 
coherent fumble of Doctrines, that (if not 
blinded by the ſtrongeſt Prejudices) They 
could not but admire its Order and Regula- 
rity, moving on its divine Sphere, with one 
continu'd Direction towards the Glory of 
God and the Happineſs of Mankind. 
Theſe Conſiderations open the Way in the 


Second Place, for a proper Enquiry into 
the Objections of Unbehevers, with regard to 
the Manner, the Time, and Effects of the di- 
vine Manifeſtations. 


The Manner of the divine Man: ifeſtations i is 
a favourite Topick of Declamation among 
the Enemies of reveal'd Religion. -- In their 
affected Strains of Rhetorick, They are apt to 
alk * « Why has God manifeſted his Will in 


a Ep. 2. 21. 
e ſuch 
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« ſuch different Ways and in ſuch unequal 
« Proportions ? Is He not the univerſal Pa- 
« rent of all the Children of Men? Is it rea- 
« ſonable to think, that a good and gracious 
te God would reveal Himfelf, as it were, 
« grudgingly, little by little, as a certain Wri- 
« fer expreſſes it, here a Bit and there a Bit? 
and that too to one favourite Nation only ; 
Would not ſuch a Procedure be partial, un- 


juſt and arbitrary? 
But does it become Man to preſcribe Laws 


to his Maker? Who has known the Mind of 


the Lord? or Who has been his Counſellor ? 


His fudgments are @ great Deep. -- He may 
have Mercy, upon whom He will have Mercy, 


and Compaſſion, upon whom He will bave Com— 


faſſian. 


But ſays the Infidel, He is no Refdecter of 


Perſons, Und He cannot act inconſiſtently 
with his moral and eternal Perfections. Thus 
far We readily join Iſue with Him; but here 
lies the Miſtabe. The Granting a Revela- 
tion is no Claim of Right in Man, but a pure 
Act of Mercy in God ; He may communicate 
his Will, to Whom and in what Manner his 
own infinite Wiſdom thinks proper. 


a See Chriſtianity as old as the Creation. p. 393, 394+ 
b Rom. 9. 15. 
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Indeed there might be ſome Force in the 
Reaſoning of Unbelievers, - if. all Mankind 
were to be judg'd by the ſame Rule or Stan- 
dard of Action. - If They, that gathered 
much, and They, that gathered little, If They," 
that had the Means of Grace vouchſafed un- 
to Them, and They, that /r unavoidably in 
Darkneſs, were equally accountable to the 
great Judge and Searcher of Hearts, without 
any Regard to their reſpective Powers or Op- 
portunities of acting. 

But God is not a Hard and. unreaſonable | 
Maſter requiring Bricks, where He has not 
given Stra. His infinite Goodneſs was 
ſuch, that He wind at the Time of Igno- 
rance; and we are aſſur d, that They, that 
are without Law, ſhall be judg d without Law. 
he ſtricteſt Notions. We can form of Ju/- 
tice do not imply, that all Men ſhall enjoy 
the ſame Talents, but that all ſhall be re- 
warded or puniſhed according to their Uſe 
or Abuſe of thoſe Gifts, K are commit- 
ted unto Them. 

It is the common Practice of 1 
to lay down general Principles, and from 
thence to draw erroneous Conclufrons without 
a Regard to the Nature and Circumſtances 
of thoſe Things, to which their particular 


a AQts 17. 30, | 
Applica- 


1 171 
Applications are made. -- This is evident in 
the preſent Cafe : They aſſert the univer/al 
Bettevolente of the Deity, and from thence 
They would infer, that all Mankind have an 
equal Right to de Partakers of the divine 
Love: The Antecedent indeed is true. -= 
Fhe Brnevoltnte of the ſupreme Being is un- 
deniable. -- But no Man has a Right to chal- 
lenge that to Himſelf, which is the free and 
unmerited Gt of God - as St. Paul argues, 
Hath not tit Potter power over the Clay to make 
one Veſſel unto Honour, and another unto Diſbo- 
nour ?* The leaſt Mercies are greater than 
We' deſerve ; and to appropriate to ourſelves 
an equal Proportion of divine Favour, as a 
Matter of Fuftice, is the height of Arrogance 
and Preſumption. It bears as hard agaihiſt 
natural as reveal'd Religion, and tends to un- 
hinge the whole Conſtitution of Providence. 
Do ve not find an unequal Diſtribution in 
all the remporal Bleſſings of Life? and why 


not in Things of a Spiritual Nature? ſhall 


the One be confiſtent with the moral Cha- 
racter of the Deity ? and ſhall the Other be 


made to ſupport a heavy Charge, of Partial 


ty, Capriciouſneſs and Injuftice ? 
Tho”, as it is expreſs'd in the Book of Fob, 
God giveth not account of any of his Matters, 
2 Rom. g. 27. 
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yet we are aſſur'd that the Judge of all the 
Earth will do what is right ; and We have no 
more Reaſon to impeach his Righteouſneſs, 
becauſe the Beams of heavenly Truth do not 
ſhine upon all with equal Luſtre, than be- 
cauſe Gibeon's Fleece was vater d with the 
Dew of Heaven, while all the Ground befide 
was dry. * 

But theſe Objectors Ay the V iſdom, as 
well as the Juſtice and Benignity of God, in 
queſtion : As tho' all Things were to be 
tried at the dread Tribunal of their Reaſon. 
« Why, ſay They, were the Maelites, a poor 
6 mean and contemptible Race, in a little Cor- 
« zer of the World, made choice of above all 
« the Nations of the Earth? Why were They 
e thought worthy above all others to have 
« the ſacred Oracles committed to them with 
« wonderful Diſtinctions of the divine Fa- 
&« your ?” | 

But might We not retort the Queſtion up- 
on Them ? Why might not the ſacred De- 
poſit be entruſted to the Fews as well as to 
any other People? The Reaſon given by 
Moſes 1s certainly juſt, and ought to have its 
weight. -- God choſe their Seed, becauſe He 


| Judges 6. 37. 


loved 
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loved their Fathers. * The divine Promiſe was 


made to Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob. What 


an Out-cry therefore would Unbelievers have 


made, if the Bling had center d in any 


other Families upon Earth ? But waving this 
Conſideration, as being perhaps of ſuch a 
Nature, as will have no Influence upon pre- 


judic'd Minds, let Us conſider their Objec- 


tions in their full Force. 


They tell Us, that the Jews were a little 


inconſiderable People, ignorant and barbarous. * 
It is true, that in outward Grandeur and 
Splendor, They were inferiour to ſome of the 


neighbouring Nations ; and, perhaps, in Arts 


and Sciences, not ſo eminently diſtinguiſh'd : 


But, the leſs the Inſtruments of divine Provi- 


dence, the leſs Grounds there muſt be for 
the Suſpicion of Fraud and Impoſture ; and 


the more the Power and Glory of God muſt 


be diſplay d in bringing about the greateſt 
and moſt wonderful Deſigns by means ſo 
vaſtly inadequate to the Effects - tho', as a 
certain Writer expreſſes it, the Jews were not 


a Deut. 4. 37. and again Deut. 7. 7, 8. The Lord did not 


Jet his Love upon You nor chooſe You, becauſe Ye were more in 


Number than any People ( for Ye were the feweſt of all People.) 
But becauſe the Lord loved You, and becauſe He would keep the 
Oath, which He had ſworn unto your Fathers, hath the Lord 
brought You out with a mighty Hand, and redeemed You out of the 
Houſe of Bondmen, from the Hand af Pharaoh King of Egypt. 
b Sec Lord Bolingbroke. Vol. the 3d. p. 283. 
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arriv d at the Manhood of Philoſophy, yet Out 
of the Mouths of Babes and 8 ucklings Gop hath 
ordained Strength. 

But it is urg'd, that the Jews were a 
perverſe and ftiff-necked People, ever revolt- 
ing from, and diſobeying the Laws of God. 
This, it muſt be own'd, was too much 
their Character; but compare them with o- 
ther Nations; Were They more than others 
immers'd in the dark Abyſs of Polytheiſin and 
Idolatry? So far from it, the Knowledge and 
Worſhip of the one God, the ſole Creatour 
and Governour of the World, was the grand 
Characteriſticł of the Jews, the peculiar Mark 
of Difference, which ſeparated them from the 
Nations round about them. -- It was indeed 
their frequent Cry, Let Us go down into E- 
« oyþt,” This was their favourite Paſſion, but 
They were not ſuch an Egyptianiz'd People, 
as the moral Philoſopher repreſents them ; 
The Worſhip of the true God was never to- 
tally loſt among them, their Revoltings were 
never univerſal, and never of any laſting Con- 
tinuance. 

We are likewiſe told, that They were ſhut 
up in a little Corner of the Earth, and there- 
fore not ſo likely to propagate the divine Ora- 


cles in the World: But for this great End, 


a Pl. 8. 2, 
their 
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their Situation certainly was extremely ad- 

uantageous, in the Center of the known 
World, between Egypt and Arabia on the 
one Hand, and Syria, Chaldea and Aſſyria 


on the other, and in the Nezghbaurhood of 
Tyre and Sidon, the moſt noted Emporiums of 
that Age. 

Laſtly, it is objected, that the Jews were 
kept as a diſtinct People from the reſt of Man- 
kind. -- A diſtinct People they were, and the 
more likely to preſerve the Knowledge of God 
pure and entire. For They were not ſo ſe- 
queſter'd from the World, as to have no Com- 


merce nor Intercourſe with their Neighbours. 


-- They were always deſirous of admitting 
Proſelytes, who in the Times of Solomon a- 
mounted to no leſs than one hundred and fifty 
three thouſand and fix hundred. 

I ſhall only obſerve, that their Fame gra- 
dually ſpread and diffus'd itſelf among the 
Nether their ſeveral Victories and Over- 
throws, their Diſperſions and Captivities, and 
all the various Revolutions of Fortune, which 
befell them, did in a ſurpriſing Manner tend 
ta the Converſion of the Gentiles, and the 
Promulgation of the Laws of God throughout 
the ſeveral Kingdoms of the Earth. 


a 2 Chron. 2. 17, 18. 
The 
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The View, which We have here given of 
reveal'd Religion, and of the Way, in which 
it was manifeſted to Mankind, is ſufficient to 
ſhew, that it was a grand and regular Plan, 
a Progreſſive Syſtem going on by gentle Degrees 
to Perfection, like a River, encreaſing in its 
Progreſs, All loſt and ſwallow'd up in the 
vaſt and unbounded Ocean of divine Love. -- 
In all its ſeveral Stages, it kept pace with the 
Wants and Exigencies of thoſe, to whom it 


was given. It was truly adapted to the firſt. 


and ſimple Ages of the World; to the Oc- 
caſions of the Patriarchs ; to the temporary 
Circumſtances of the Jews, till at laſt it extend- 
ed its Branches far and wide, its Sound went 
znto all the Earth, and its Words unto the End 
of the World. * 

And indeed We are not only to admire 
the Beauty of this Progreſſion ſo regular and 
conſiſtent in its ſeveral Appointments, but to 
conſider it as an additional Strength to the 
Evidence of reveal'd Religion : That Chain of 
Providence, which is carry'd on thro'.a long 
Succeſſion of Ages, whoſe Line, as the P/al- 
miſt expreſſes it, goes out through all the Earth, 
is Such a Bond of Connection, as cannot be 
diſſolv d; Each Link gives Force and Vigour 
to the other: Thus if We conſider the Word 


a Rom. 10. 8. 


of 


a wy 2 ˙— fed 22 e oo» win & 


ab His 


= --_— 


ooo ht ode Mie oth. and 


[ 23 ] 

of Prophecy, if We view it in its firſt Dawnings, 
in the viſible Applications of natural Cauſes, i in 
the gradual Workings of many Events, as well 
as in the Guidance and Direction of the divine 
Power animating and invigorating the whole 
Syſtem, Shall We ſay, that any Prediction 
loſes its Strength of Evidence by the many 
intermediate Steps, which lead to its Com- 
pletion ? No ! It ſtrikes Us with more Aﬀto- 
niſbment, and more ſtrongly declares the Wife 
dom of the whole Scheme of Providence, than 
if there had been but a ſhort Interval between 
the Prophecy and its Accomphſhment. _ 

In the ſame Light, We may conſider Mi- 


racles, thoſe, that were -wrought under the 
Jewiſh, and thoſe under the Chriſtian Oeco- 


nomy, as reciprocally confirming and ratifying 


each other. They proclaim the fame Fin- 


ger of God, the ſame Almighty Power, by 


which They were done, and are ſenſible De- 
monſtrations of the Divinity of both Syſtems. 
The Evidence, as to the Poſſibility of the 
Facts, riſes in proportion to the Number of 
Inſtances, in which thoſe Facts were per- 
form'd. * 
a See Hume's Eſſay on Miracles, It may not be impro 

to obſerve, that if Miracles had been only the Production of one 


Age, and exhibited only as a Proof of one Diſpenſation, this 
undoubtedly would have been matter of great Triumph to a 


modern Writer, who pretends, that firm unalterable Experience 


is the propereſt Teſt of the Truth of Miracles: - But this 
boaſted 
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I might here enumerate many other Ad- 
vantages ariſing from this Pragreſive Plan of 
the Lamb flain' from the Foundation of the 


World, with regard to the divine Promiſes, 


and the Hopes and Comforts, which were ad- 
miniſter d to the Patriarcbs, the Prophets, 
and to all ſucceeding Ages; the Gradation is 
certainly ſtriking, and declarative of that V 
dom, which is the firſt Spring of Aion in the 
Deity; but I ſhall only conclude with this 
one Obſervation, that moral Duties are en- 
forc'd under all the ſeveral Diſpenſations with 
the greateſt Energy and'Power, as the Glory 
and Perfection of all Religion. This is the 
Law and the Prophets, and ſuch Injunctions 


ſo earneſtly recommended, and nobly triumph- 


boaſted: Experience is ſo far from being univerſal and uninter- 
rupted, that We have undeniable Teſtimony, that the A 
mighty not only can, but often has overrul'd the Hape 
Laws of Nature in Confirmation of the Jeiſb as well as the 
Chriſtian Syſtem. --- The Credibility of the Facts is found- 
ed upon the ſtrongeſt Evidence. ſuch as none but the moſt 
ſceptical and prejudic'd Minds can poſſibly deny. --I know, 
that this Writer conſiders this, as begging the Queſtion : But it 
is far from it, unleſs He could prove, that Miracles were ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible, that they involv'd a Contradiction in them, 
and that even God Himſelf could not countera® the uniform 
Courſe of Nature in any Inſtance whatſoever; -- This He has 
been vain enough to endeavour at, but all his Sophiſtry could 
not carry Him thro? it: The Experience of paſt Ages is ſo well 
atteſted, that his own Argument confronts Him; and not to 
allow God to have a Dominion over Nature is the higheſt Blaſ- 
phemy and Profaneneſs, | | 
mg 
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ing as it were above Sacrifices and all external 
Duties, are not only a Proof of their divine 
Authority, but greatly ſtrengthen the Obli- 
gations of Nature, and render the Light of 
Grace ſuperiour to all the Dicłates of unaſſiſt- 
ed Reaſon. 5 

But, 20, not only the Manner of the di- 
vine Manifeſtations, but the Time, when the 
Goſpel was promulg' d, is made the Subject 
of great Cavil.--<« If the Goſpel was a Syſtem 
46 of Religion ſo beneficial to Mankind, why, 
« ſays the Unbeliever, was the giving of thoſe 
« ſacred Oracles deferr'd till the Days of Ti- 
40 gerius, and, when given, why were they not 
« made the ſtanding Laws of all Nations?“ 

How abſard and trifling are ſuch Queſ- 
tions? Does Man know the Times and Sea- 


ſons better than the Al- wie God, who worketh 


all Things after the Counſel of his own Will ? * 
The glorious Harveſt of the Goſpel could 
not come, before the heavenly Seed was ri- 
pen'd into Perfection: If Chrift had made a 
more early Appearance in the World, the 
Harmony of the divine Oeconomy had been 
diſturb d, and indeed the whole Structure of it 
had been undermin'd. -- The Predictions of 
the Prophets muſt have paſs'd away, as a 
Sbadou, without their Accompliſhment ; e- 
a Eph. 1. 12. 
D ſpecially 
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[26] 
ſpecially thoſe that were relative to the Me/- 
fab: The Jewiſb Republick was not as yet 
diſſolvd; The Sceptre had not departed from 
Fudah; nor was the Fullneſs of the Times of 
the Gentiles come ; Before the natural Branches 
were broken off, the wild Oltve-tree could not 
be grafted in. | 

But, without a Reference to the prior Ad- 
miniſtrations of Providence, we may juſtly 
obſerve, that there was, at this Juncture, a 
peculiar Fitneſs and Propriety in the coming 
of our Lord, as the great Preacher of Truth 
and Righteouſneſs. --- Now it was, that the 
everlaſting Gates of the Kingdom of the Me/- 


fiah open'd as of themſelves ; and the Glad- 


ridings of Salvation were proclaim'd with the 
greateſt Advantage to Man, and Glory to 
God. --The World was prepar'd for this great 
Event; Not only the Fews, but the Romans, 
and many of the Eaſtern Parts with lively 
Hopes foreboded ſome great Deliverer: Even 
Heathen Hiſtorians, Suetonius and Tacitus, have 
recorded this general Expectation : Such 
wonderful Anticipations ſo widely diffus'd a- 
mong ſo many different Nations, may not 


improperly be called the Harbingers of Chriſt ; 


and We may ſuppoſe, that Many, waiting for 
the great Conſolation, were ready'to cry out, 


a Rom. 11. 19, 


Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed is He that cometh in the Name of tle 
Lord, Hojannah in the higheſt. * * 
There was at this Time a more than or- 


dinary Neceſſity for the pure and heavenly 


Doctrines of the Goſpel, to be a Light to 
tighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of the Peo- 
ple Iſrael. -- The Jews, by their vain Tra- 
ditions, had made the Commandments of God 
of none Effect; and, by their ſperſtitious For- 
malities, had almoſt loſt fight of moral Obli- 
gations, though the werghtier Matters of the 
Law: And among one Sect of them, the 


Doctrine of a future State, (tho' the grand 


Hinge of all Religion) was generally ex- 
ploded. 

Neither did the HeATHENs ſtand leſs in 
need of divine Inſtruction. -- Their Idolatry 
and Superſtition had caſt the thickeſt- i 
over the beſt Principles of Nature; tho' in 
Words They believ d a God, yet in reality They 
deny d Him When ſuch Clouds of Darkneſs 


had overſpread the World, how neceſſary was 


it for the Sun of Righteouſneſs to ariſe with 
Healing in his Wings ? 

At this Time the Goſpel met with a hap- 
py Coincidence of Circumſtances, which 
greatly favour'd its Admiſſion, and Such as 
no other Period could probably furniſh. 


a. Mark 11.9. 
D 2 Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe it had been granted in the early 
Ages of the World. -- A written Revelation, 
before the Uſe of Letters was invented? how 
abſurd ! 

Date its Origin a little lower, ad Egypt 
was in its moſt flouriſhing State. -- But what 
ll Repoffories muſt the Egyptian Hierogly- 
phicks have been for thoſe ſacred Oracles ? 
And how averſe muſt the Genius of that Peo- 
ple, immers'd in the loweft Dregs of Idola- 
try, have been to the Simplicity of the Goſpel ? 

Perhaps it may be ſaid, that the moſt flou- 
riſhing Times of the Grecian Empire would 
have been better adapted for this divine Pur- 
poſe. -- But ſurely the Pride of Greece would 
never have lap d to the humble Doctrines of 
the Cro/5: Greece was the Mart for Philoſo- 
phy, Government, and all Arts and Scien- 
ces; Can it be thought, that, They, who 
figur d fo highly in the Republick of Letters, 
would have condeſcended to be taught by any 
Wiſdom but their own ? Indeed Truth and 
Learning are Friends; but that Knowledge, 
which puffeth up, diſdains Inſtruction, and is 
too wiſe to be reform'd. 

What if the early Times of the Roman 
Empire had been made the Vehicles of divine 
Knowledge ? Here likewiſe many invincible 
Objections occur, -- I ſhall only obſerve, that 

a Nation 


; * 
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a Nation devoted to Arms, and carry'd away 
with a Thirſt of Glory and- Conqueſt, would 
certainly have deſpis'd the Goſpel of Peace. 


At that Juncture indeed, when the holy 


Authour of our Religion enter'd upon the pub- 
lick Office of his Miniſtry, He was to the 


Jeus a ſtumbling Block, and to the Gentiles 
Fookſhneſs ; but his heavenly Doctrines ſoon 
emerg'd, like Light, out of Darkneſs, and 
forc'd their Way thro' all Oppoſition ; in leſs 
than fourty Years thro' many Parts both of the 
Eaſt and Weſt; thro' all the civiliʒ d, and moſt 
of the harbarous, Provinces of Afia ; thro' Scy- 
thia, India, Gaul, and Egypt; and eſpecially 


in Rome, the great Metropolis of the World, 


the Name of Jeſus had been heard and em- 
brac'd with Gladne/s and Smgleneſs of Heart. 
And here We muſt obſerve, that there 
were many natural Cauſes, which happily 
contributed to this wonderful Succeſs. -- Arts 
and Sciences flouriſh'd in their higheſt Per- 
fection. The old Roman Ruſticity was in a 
great Meafure worn off; An Elegance of Taſte, 
and a Politeneſt of Manners, ſucceeded. -- It 
is eaſy to ſee, that theſe Refinements might 
occaſionally engage ſome Attention to the 
Goſpel ; The Learning of this Age was in- 
deed at firſt a great Obſtacle to its Succeſs ; 
but, as ſoon as It ſubmitted to a free and im- 
partial 
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| partial Scrutiny, It could no longer reſiſt the 


Force and Power of Truth ; The fame Wea- 
pon, which at firſt was lifted up againſt the 
Religion of Jeſus, did afterwards become its 
able and powerful Support. -- Under ſuch 
Protection, and by the joint Aid of the Spi- 
rit of God, the 8 went forth and proſ 
er d. 
4 The Sweets of Peace were now enjoy 'd both 
in Europe and in Alia. — The new Religion, 
inſtead of being loſt in the Din of Arms, 
found Men at leiſure to make a liberal En- 
quiry into its Doctrines; The Soil was ſoft 


and delicate; and the divine Seed, tho' often 


choak'd with Tares and Weeds, ſprung up, and 
brought forth Fruit abundantly. 

Trade and Commerce extended their Branch- 
es far and wide. -- There was a vaſt and ex- 
tenſive Intercourſe between the moſt diſtant 
Provinces in Europe, Aſia and Africa. Such 


a free Communication, between the moſt po- 


pulous Places in the World, could not but 
greatly quicken the Progreſs of the Goſpel ; 
like the Flame of Heaven itſelf, it flew with 
Rapidity from one End of the Earth to the 
other. 

Our Adverfaries indeed do molt of them 
allow, that the Goſpel grew mightily and pre- 
vail'd; but, if it came from God, ſay They, 

cc why 


E 


te why was it not made the ſtanding Religion 


« of all the Nations of the World without 


« Exception ?” 

But let it be obſerv'd, that ſuch an uni- 
verſal Eſtabliſhment was not in its IG 
poſſible, nor ab/olutely neceſſary. 

Not poſſible, I mean, in the ordinary Courſe 
of Providence, without a perpetual Miracle.-- 
God indeed, by internal Revelation, might 
infuſe into the Minds of all Men an zrre/ftr- 
ble Knowledge of all Truth, both divine and 
human. But would ſuch a Procedure be con- 
ſiſtent with his Dealings with the Children 
of Men, as rational and free Agents ? Tt 


would be totally ſubverſive of their Freedom, 


and conſequently, of all Morality, and all 
Religion. 

Nor was it abſolutely neceſſary, that all Men 
ſhould be infallibly inſpir'd and taught of God. 
-- For the Benefits of Chriſt's Death were 
not partial, but univerſal; not only extend- 
ing to Thoſe, who have been bleſs'd with 
the Light of his Goſpel, but to Thoſe, who 
ſtill fit in Ignorance and Darkneſs : What is 
the full Extent of this great Propitiation, and 


how far it will reach to thoſe, who never 


heard of the Name of Chriſt, is indeed a Myſ- 
tery, within the Veil; neither known to Us, 
nor to Angels themſelves, tho deſirous of loak- 
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ing into it a But the Time will come, when 
the Adminiftrations of divine Providence will 
be unveil'd ; when We ſhall behold the Glo- 
ries and Triumphs of the Goſpel in their full 
Splendour; when both Jes and Gentiles ſhall 


be called in ; and the Knowledge of the Lord 
ſhall cover the Earth, even as the Waters cover 


the Sea. 


But 34, The Infidel thinks, He has an- 
other Strong-hald; He repreſents the Goſpel 
in its Efe&s as productive of more harm than 
good to Mankind. -- What in moſt Places, 
« fays a late Writer, paſſes for the Chriſtian 
« Religion, {if not the chiefeſt Part of it] has 
« frangform d this ſocial benign Creature into 
* one fierce and cruel; and made him act with 
« ſuch Rage and Fury againſt thoſe, who never 
% did, nor defign'd him any Injury, as could 
te not have enter d into the Hearts of Men to 
& concetve, even tho They were in the gl 
« able State of Degeneracy and Corruption. 
The Malice of Man could not have in- 
vented a greater Scandal, nor a more unjuſt 
one.-- Good God ! Cruelty lay'd at the Door 
of Chriſtianity ! We may as well ſuppoſe Sa- 
tan, the great Deſtroyer of Mankind, to be a 
pure Spirit of unmix'd Benevolence. 
a Iſ. 11.9. 
b See Chriſtianity as old as the Creation. p. 405. 1. 


It 


(-38 } 
If Chriftians and Heathens are to be com- 
par'd, from whence are We to take our E/j- 


timate ? from their reſpective Principles or 


Practices? -- If from their Principles, how 
great an Advantage has the Chriſtian ? He 
has not only the ſame inſtinctive Impreſſions 
of Humanity, but the tender Feelings of Na- 


ture are render'd more pure, more benign 


and gentle by the ſweet Influences of the 
Goſpel. -- In this Religion, there is ſo far 
from being the leaſt Tincture of any thing, 
that is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſb, that it is the 
true Wiſdom from above, firſt pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, full of 
Mercy and good Fruits, without partiality, and 


wit bout Hypocrijy. * 


But perhaps the ObjeQor rather chooſes 
to draw his Compariſon from the real Ac- 
tions of Chriſtians and Heathens; and no 
doubt, he will endeavour to blacken his Ac- 
count with a long Train of Cruelties on one 
fide, and brighten it with a Deſcription of 
the moſt noble and heroic Virtues on the 
other : By theſe unfair Methods, by ſetting 
the vileſt Actions of ſome Chriſtians, (the 
horrid Fruits of Superſtition,) in an oppoſite 
Light to the moſt illuſtrious Exploits of ſome 
Heathens, the Scale muſt certainly turn in 

a James 3. 14. | 
favour 
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favour of the latter; but to form a true Rule 
of Judgment, weigh Matters in an equal Bal- 
lance ; diſtinguiſh between nominal and real 
Chriſtians, between the true and fincere Fol- 
lowers of Chriſt, and the Corrupters of his 
Word and Doctrine. 

Such a fair and impartial View will ſoon 
demonſtrate that Chriſtians as much excel in 
the Uprightneſs of their Morals, as in the Pu- 
rity of their Principles: It muſt indeed be 


c' d, that the ſacred Name of Chriſt has, 


in many Inſtances, been made uſe of as a 


_ Cloke of Maliciouſneſs ;--Many have been hur- 


ried on by a fiery Zeal to think, that they 
did God Service, even when they trampled 
upon the Laws of Humanity.--Of the Truth 
of this, the Sanguinary Practices of ſuperſti- 
tious Zealots in the Church of Rome will al- 
ways remain as-an undeniable Teſtimony. -- 
But where is the Fault ? not in the Religion 
of Feſus, but in the Perverſion of it; The 
beſt Things are capable of Abuſe ; the Luſts 
and Paſſions of Men will ſometimes bear 
Sway ; but let Chriſtianity have it due In- 
fluence, and all its Productions will be ſweet 
and amiable ; Mercy and Truth will meet to- 
gether, nnn and Peace will kiſs each 
other. 


Havin g 


ava. 
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- Having thus with cloſe Footſteps purſu'd 
the Unbeliever thro' his various Turnings, 
nothing now remains but to adapt the Ap- 
plication of the whole to this grand Fe, 


Firſt then, this holy ds ſhould put 
us in mind of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
Almighty God in forming the gracious Plan 
of Man's Redemption ; that wonderful and 
extenſive Plan, which reaches from the firſt 
Foundation of the World thro' a long Suc- 
ceſſion of Ages, and is carry'd on by the di- 
vine Counſels with Order, Harmony, and 
Connexion. The Viſdom of Heaven is be- 
yond the utmoſt Stretch of human Imagina- 
tion ; She reaches, ſays Solomon, from one End 
to another mightily, and ſweetly does She order 
all Things. -- Thus is She juſtified of all ber 
Children. p 

The Teſtimony of the Lord is every where ; 
there is no Chaſm, no Blank in the. Scheme 
of Providence. -- There is one continu'd Se- 
ries ; and each Step of the grand Oeconomy 
advances with ſuch a peculiar Beauty, and 


ſuch a wonderful Propriety, as ſends up the 
ſweeteſt Incenſe to the Throne of Grace. 


How happy is it for Us, that We enjoy 
the Beneſits of reveal'd Religion, not in its 


a Wil. 8. 1. 
E 2 firſt 
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firſt Outhnes, but in the full Extent and Ex- 
uberance of Grace and Truth, which were 
given to former Ages, as it were, drop by 
drop, but are pour'd out upon Us in the 
moſt plentiful Effuſions by the coming of 
Chriſt Jeſus ? 

2ly, We are at this Time call d upon i in a 
particular Manner to commemorate the Love 


of Chrift, whioh paſſes Knowledge ; to adore 


his infinite Mercy and Goodneſs, who took 
Compaſſion upon loſt Sinners; who left the 


Adoration of Angels and Archangels, and even 


the Boſom of his heavenly Father, to come 
down in the Fullneſs of Time, and, according 


to the predeterminate Counſel of God, to dwell 


among Men, not in the Form of an Earthly 
Prince, but that of a Servant; not to receive 
the Honours and Glories of this World, but 


to do the Will of God; to bear the Contradic: 


tion of Sinners both of Fews and Gentiles, to 
become poor to make Us rich, and at laſt to of- 
fer up his moſt pretious Blood upon the Croſs 


for the Salvation of Mankind. - This: ig 4 
Faithful ſaying, and wporthy of all Acceptation, 


that Chrift Fefus came into the World to fave 


Sinners. 
3/y, and Laſtly, If We love Chri it, let Us 
Lee his Commandments. -= This is the furef 


1 Tim, 1. 1;. 


Teft 
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Teſt of a Chriſtian Faith, and the beſt Means 
of promoting the Intereſt af the Goſpel, as 


well as our own private Happineſs. ; 
The bad Lives of. Chriſtians are the fa 


vourite Topicks of Reproach among Unbe- 
lievers. When their fallacious Reaſonings 
are expos d; when They are ſtripp'd of their 
falſe Diſguiſes, and that cunning Craftineſs, 
hereby they lye in wait to deceive; and when 


the Goſpel is fully prov'd and eſtabliſh'd by 
the faireſt and ſtrongeſt Deductions of Rea- 


ſon ; they then fly to ridicule as their laſt Re- 
Fuge, and think to atone for their Want of 


Argument by the keeneſt Edge of Satirical 
Reflection upon the Lives and Actions of 
Chriſtians. 

The firſt Chriſtian Apoloagiſis were ſenſible 
of this; They conſtantly appeal'd, before 
Magiſtrates and Emperours themſelves, to the 
Purity and Sanctity of their Manners. -- It 
was their conſcious Innocence, that ſupported 
them under all Difficulties and Dangers, and 
diſarm'd the Malice of their Enemies, by 
confuting their Arguments, convincing their 


Underſtandings, and ſometimes converting 


their Hearts. 

In defence therefore of this our holy Re- 
ligion, Let us put on the ſame Shield of Faith 
and the ſame Breaſiplate of Righteouſneſs. -- 


For 
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For the Weapons of our Warfare are not car- 
nal: Then ſhall We advance the Glory of 
Chriſt's Kingdom; We ſhall give no Occa- 
ſion to our Enemies to blaſpheme ; and, if We 
are not ſo happy as to put to fence the Igno- 
rance of Fooliſh Men, and to turn them to 
Reghteouſneſs, yet our Labour of Love will 
not be forgotten; and We ſhall obtain the 
higheſt Bleſſing of all others, even the Sal- 
vation of our own Souls. 


Which that We may all obtain God of 


his infinite Mercy grant through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 
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